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Oral Proficiency Interview (OPIc) Rating

ACTFL Certified Rating System

ADVANCED LOW
PROFICIENCY

Speakers at the Advanced Low sublevel are able to handle a variety of communication tasks.
They are able to participate in most informal and some formal conversations on topics related to
school, home, and leisure activities. They can also speak about some topics related to

employment, current events, and matters of public and community interest.

At the Advanced Low sublevel, speakers demonstrate the ability to narrate and describe in the
major time frames of past, present, and future with some control of aspect, although their
narrations and descriptions tend to be handled separately rather than interwoven. Speakers at
the Advanced Low sublevel combine and link sentences into connected discourse of paragraph
length. They can appropriately handle the essential linguistic challenges presented by a
complication or an unexpected turn of events.

Speakers at the Advanced Low sublevel communicate with sufficient accuracy, clarity, and
precision to convey their intended message without misrepresentation or confusion. Their
dominant language may be evident in the use of false cognates, literal translations, or the oral
paragraph structure of that language, and their discourse may contain hesitations and self-
correction. However, they are able to use strategies such as rephrasing and circumlocution to
maintain communication and repair misunderstanding.

Learn more about the OPIc and your rating at www.actfl.org/educator-resources/actfl-proficiency-guidelines



